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Before going to your intended size, you first want to crop your image to remove any unnecessary
portions of the picture. After cropping, you can change the overall pixel dimensicns to go even smaller.

All photo editing software will have a command for changing the pixel dimensions of an image. Look for
a command called "Image Size,” "Resize," or "Resample.” When you use this command you will be
presented with a dialog box for entering the exact pixels you wish to use. Gther optiens you may find in
the dialog are:

¢ Resample - You need this on when sizing down. This enables the software to change the pixel
dimensions.

* Constrain proportions or keep aspect ratio - You want this option enabled. It
prevents the image from being stretched and distorted. When this option is enabled, you only
need to enter one value--height or width--and the other value will adjust automatically.

Never, ever resize and overwrite your original file!
After sizing the image, be sure to do a Save As so you don't overwrite your original, high resolution file.
You'll want to save as a JPEG file.

»  When choosing the compression lavel, keep quality in the medium to high range.

e You want to shoot for a file size of 30 to 100 KB per image. Go small if you will be putting
several files on the same page or sending them in one emait.

¢ Trynotto exceed 100 KB per Web page for the total of all images.

This may sound like a time consuming process, especially if you have a lot of photos to share, but
fortunately most of today's software has made it easy to size and compress a batch of photos very
quickly. Most image management and some photo editing software has an "email photos® command
that will resize and compress the images for you. In fact, Windows XP has this functionality built-in,
Some software can even resize, compress, and generate complete photo galleries for posting on the
Web. And there are specialized tools for both of these tasks--many of them free software.

Source:

http://graphicssoft.about.com/cs/digitalimaging/f/howreducesize. htm
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How many pixels do | need for sharing photos online?
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A

When posting photos online, you do not need nearly as many pixels as you do for printing. This also
goes for images that will only be viewed on-screen such as in a slide show or presentation.

Having too many pixels makes it difficult to view photos on a monitor and it makes the file size much
larger--something you need to aveid when posting photos on the Web or sending them by email.
Remember, not everyone has a high speed Internet connection or a large monitor, so sizing photos
down before sharing them is the courteous thing to do. The recipient can always ask for a larger file if
they wish to print it--this is always better then sending large files without asking first.

When putting your photos on the Web or sending them by email, the smaller you can get them, the
better.

There are three things you can do to make your pictures smaller for sharing online:

1. Crop
2. Change pixel dimensions

3. Use compression.

In most cases, you will want te do all three of these things.

Since PPI and DPI are only relevant to print size and quality, when dealing with digital photos for the
Web, you need only look at pixel dimensions. Most computers today have a menitor resolution of
1024x768 pixels, so your images should be sized no larger than this for on-screen viewing. Older
computers have a lower monitor resolution, usually 800x600, so keep that in mind as well. The smaller
the pixel dimensions of an image, the smaller the file size will be.

e When sharing photos online, 800 by 600 pixels is a good average size to go with.

e |f you wish to reduce file size even further, reduce your images down to 640 by 480 or even
320 by 240.

e If you're sure your recipients or Web site visitors won't mind waiting a little longer, you may
want to go as large as 1024 by 768, but anything larger than that is going to be too large to see
in the majority of computer monitors without scrolling.

File compression is another way to make your photos smaller for online use. Most cameras and
scanners save in the JPEG format and this format utilizes file compression to keep file size down.
Always use the JPEG format for photographic images you will be sharing online. It is a standard file
format that any computer can read. JPEG compression can be applied at various levels, with image
quality and file size having an inverse relationship. The higher the compression, the smaller the file, and
the less quality it will have.

Source:
http://graphicssoft.about.com/cs/digitalimaging/f/pixelsonline.htm
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